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greater. Hence it comes about that civilised man
has evolved a capacity of acquiring Immunity by
individual experience in such diseases as allow of
recovery, while he still retains some of the natural
Immunity against lethal diseases possessed by his
earlier ancestors.

One long chapter in the history of civilisation
contains the record of the gradually increasing power
of control by Social man over that part of his en-
vironment which has to do with disease, and the
success which has attended his efforts to banish
disease must provide the sanction for further effort
along these same lines of environmental control.
But such methods take us further and further away
from crude natural selection. Constant vigilance
on the part of Society is urgently needed if we are to
escape the dangers of decadence of capacity and re-
laxation of individual effort which modern social
conditions render possible. Moreover, such methods
depend on mutual co-operation and they involve some
curtailment of individual liberty. For this reason
in the coming age it will be wrong to be ill if the ill-
ness be avoidable. Under the old regime of natural
selection the penalty for non-adaptation was extinc-
tion, and, though under the new regime of mutual co-
operation and environmental control destruction may
be avoided, yet some sort of penalty must still remain;
either the individual or society or both must suffer in
the long run. for the lack of efficiency and the want of
adaptation which ill health implies. As under the old
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